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A  Survey  of  Programs  Addressing  the  Psychosocial
Developmental  Needs  of  African  American  Men  Ages
18  tO  26
By
Rodney  J.  Dewberry
Abstract  of  Thesis
The  purpose  of  this  exploratory  study  is  to  present
information  on  Afrocentric  programs  providing  continuous
preparation  for  the  PSYCHO-SOCIAL  developmental  needs  of
African  American  young  men  ages  18  to  26  in  the  Minneapolis,
Minnesota,  area.  Programs  designed  to  meet  the  social,
psychological,  and  educational  challenges  confronting
African  American  men  are  identified  and  described  here.
This  study  also  presents  a  literature  review  of  research
regarding  PSYCHO-SOCIAL  needs  and  intervention  strategies
used  by  service  providers  for  African  American  men.
Included  is  program  information  gathered  through
publications,  conversations  and  interviews  with  program
providers  and  information  from  educational  programs,
churches,  and  social  service  agencies.  The  purpose  of  this
study  is  to  explore  the  extent  to  which  such  programs  seem








































































































































The  purpose  of  this  chapter  is  to  provide  an  overview  of  the
problems  challenging  African  American  men.  This  chapter  focuses
on  a)  the  problems  facing  Black  males,  b)  the  theoretical
conceptual  framework  of  Afrocentricity,  and  c)  the  research
questions.
Introduction
In  recent  years,  the  literature  contains  considerable
information  reqardiru:)  the  difficulties  of  some  African  American
males  and  how  best  to  address  their  issues.  Attention  has  tended
to  focus  on  dysfunctional  males  and  how  they  have  contributed  to
what  are  considered  problems  of  African  American  families,  the
legacies  of  slavery  and  their  impact  on  the  African  American
male. The  concern  has,  in  part,  concentrated  on  Black-on-Black
crime,  alcoholism,  drug  addiction,  academic  failure,  disruption
of  family  relationships,  the  continuing  need  for  opportunities
for  African  American  males,  as  well  as  social  and  psychological
issues.
The  aim  of  this  study  is  to  explore  the  three  questions
identified  in  the  research  question  section.  The  methodology
involves  the  use  of  publicized  information,  conversations,
interviews  with  program  providers  in  Minneapolis  social  service
agencies  and  other  public  institutions.  The  overall  intent  of  the
study  was  to  research  and  document  the  quality  and  type  of
services  provided  by  local  social  agencies,  and  to  determine  how
these  programs  concur  with  the  type  of  programming  advocated  in
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center  of  the  African-American'  s  efforts  to  resolve  problems
created  by  slavery,  segregation,  and  institutional  racism,  as
opposed  to  Europe  and  European-American  culture  (Asante,  1980,
1987) Eurocentric  ideology,  has  persisted  in  creating  an
inferiorization  process  which  comes  from  many  areas  including  the
mass  media,  churches,  education,  social  programming,  as  well  as
political  and  economic  structures.
Research  Questions
1)  What  programs  or  institutions  existing  in  the  Minneapolis
area  are  designed  to  specifically  serve  African  American  male
participants,  ages  18  to  26?
2)  To what  extent  are  these  programs  gender,  age  and  culturally
specific  in  their  programming?
3)  What  are  the  scopes  and  extents  of  such  services?
In  summary,  this  research  is  intended  to  examine  the  service
programs  in  the  metro  area,  the  extent  that  they  address  the
gender  and culturally  specific  needs  of  African  American  males
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life  continues  to  give  uncertainty  to  Black  masculinity-  "Black
males  during  this  period  were  assigned  an  inferior  nonmasculine
status  by  law,  by  custom,  and  in  some  instances  by  violence"
(Franklin,  1984,  p.  5)
The  Emergent  Black  Men'  s  Movement
Franklin  (1984)  informs  us  that:
Many  Black  males  in  America  experience  what  may  be  called
the  lethal  socialization  triangle.  The  triangle  consists  of:
(1)  a  type  of  primary  group  socialization  providing  mixed
messages  regarding  the  meaning  of  Black  masculinity;  (2)  a
peer  group  socialization  source  that  teaches  innovative  Black
masculine  traits;  and  (3)  a  mainstream  societal  socialization
source  that  sends  Black  men  mixed  messages  regarding
competitiveness,  aggressiveness,  passivity,  inferiority,  and
invisibleness  (p.  12)
These  three  sources  of  Black  male  socialization,  though
complex,  correspond  with  the  reality  of  Black  men'  s  lives  in
America  today.  Black  men's  lives  are  complex  because  of  often
conflicting  expectations  held  by  people  in  the  three  worlds
making  up  Black  men's  society.
The  Black  Male  Primary  Group
The typical  Black  male  primary  group  is  mainstream  societal
values  and  norms,  but  usually  from  a  Black  community  perspective.
Important  to  note  are:  1)  the  fact  that  the  poverty  rate  of
Blacks  is  three  times  that  of  Whites  and  2)  Blacks  are
increasingly  becoming  an underclass  due  to  the  effects  of
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unemployment  or  emplo)rment  in  dead  end,  lovi  wage  jobs  and  changes
in  governmental  policies.  These  changes  were  especS  ally  realized
during  the  1980's  when  governmental  poverty  programs  were
curtailed,  while  military  spending  was  massively  increased.
The  Black  Male  Peer  Group
The  Black  male  peer  group  may  be  especially  influential  in
Black  men'  s  lives  during  early  adulthood.  The  influence  is
significant  because  Black  men  during  this  stage,  are  highly
vulnerable  to  directives  from  others.  Levenson  et  al.
(1978)  have  defined  the  age  period  from  seventeen  to  twenty-
four  as  the  Early  Adult  Transition  period.  This  period,
which  may  be  earlier  for  many  Black  males,  links  adolescence
and  early  adulthood.  These  Black  males  are  exploring
modifying  the  self,  and  attempting  to  create  a  life  in  the
adult  world  (Franklin,  1994,  p.  13)
Many  Black  males  experience  much  conflict  in  their  attempts  to
separate  from  this  primary  group.  The  Black  male  peer  group
often  serves  as  an  anchor.
Mainstream  Society  and  Black  Males
Mainstream  society  completes  the  triangle  and  for  many  Black
males  this  point  of  the  triangle  is  the  most  lethal.  When  it  is
linked  with  the  other  two points,  the  Black  male  primary  group
and  the Black  male  peer  group,  the  socialization  process  is  the
result  of  the  interaction  between  three  points.  Many  Black  males
are  devastated.  It  is  not  an overstatement  to  say  that  perhaps
the most misunderstood,  mistreated  and  neglected  human  being  ever
to live  in  America  is  the  Black  male.  In  teaching  young  Black
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The  third,  and  probably  the  most  popular  explanation  cf
social  problems  among  African  American  males,  is  the  racial
oppression  theory.  Adherents  of  this  perspective  maintain  that  a
majority  of  Blacks,  like  a  majority  of  other  Americans,  support
mainstream  values  and  goals.  However,  historical  patterns  of
political  disenfranchisement  and  the  systematic  deprivation  of
equal  access  to  education  and  employment  opportunities  have
induced  a  disproportionate  number  of  Blacks  to  engage  in
illegitimate  means  (such  as  robbery  and  drug  dealing)  to  obtain
mainstream  goals  (Major,  1992)
In  another  iteration  of  the  racial  oppression  theory,  Wilson
(1987)  argues  that  historical  patterns  of  racial  discrimination
and  the  technological  transformation  of  the  economy  have  created
disproportionately  higher  rates  cf  jcblessness,  female  headed
families,  poverty,  drug  abuse  and  crime  among  Blacks.  The
significant  criticism  of  the  racial  theories  is  that  they  tend  to
over-predict  the  numbers  of  Blacks  who  are  likely  to  become
involved  in  problematic  behaviors-  For  example,  all  Blacks  are
directly  or  indirectly  affected  by American  racism;  however,  only
a minority  actively  participates  in  activities  that  cause  social
problems  (Oliver,  1989)
Given  the  unreliability  of  these  particular  theories,  genetic
inferiority,  culture  of  poverty,  and  racial  oppression
perspectives  of  Blacks  and  social  problems,  an  alternative
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(Vander  Zanden,  1986) These  sets  of  ideals  are  generally
referred  to  as  an  ideology.  A social  ideology  tells  people  about
the  nature  of  their  society  and  its  place  in  the  world.  In this
sense,  a  society's  ideology  gives  structure  to how  group  members
define  themselves  and  their  experiences,  providing  impetus  for
group  action.  Thus,  the  most  important  function  of  a  social
ideology  is  that  it  forms  the  spiritual  and  intellectual
foundations  of  a  group's  solidarity  (Karenga,  1988)
A major  aspect  of  the  European  American  social  ideology  is
that  people  of  European  descent  are  inherently  more  intelligent,
beautiful,  and  industrious  than  non-White  people.  All  Americans,
Black,  White,  Hispanic,  Asian  and  others,  are  exposed  to  pro-
White  socialization  messages  disseminated  by  the  school  system,
mass  media  and  religious  institutions  (Cogdell  & Wilson,  1980)
In  America,  pro-White  socialization  is  primarily  anti-Black.
Concepts  of  White  superiority  are  firmly  established  in  every
aspect  of  American  society.  Educational  curricula  and  mass  media
play  major  roles  in  extending  and  propagating  ideas  and  images  of
the  inborn  superiority  of  Whites  and  the  inferiority  of  Blacks
(Oliver,  1989)
The  superiority  of  Whites  over  Blacks  has  also  been
perpetuated  in  American  religion,  philosophy  arid  symbolism
through  the  projection  of  White  images  of  Christ  and  God  (Wilson,
1991,  Akbar,  1984) This  has  had  a  devastating  impact  on  the
psychological  development  of  Black  males.  For  example,  to
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integrates  sets  of  emotional,  intellectual  and  social
behaviors,  spirituaL  and  acquired  historical  capacity.  Under
favorable  environmental  social  conditions  can  be used  by  the
individual  to  achieve  ultimate  well  being  (Wilson,  1990,  p.
103)
The  self-alienated  person  is  not  permitted  to  be  himself.  The
self-alienated  person  cannot  be  for  himself,  cannot  live  for
himself.  He  must  be  for  and  live  for  someone  or  something  other
than  himself.  He  lives  outside  himself.  He  cannot  define
himself,  he  is  defined  by  others.  He  is  externalized,  controlled
from  the  outside.  He  is  not  centered.  His  self  definition,
self-concept,  self-satisfaction,  self-direction  and  happiness
must  be  secured  from  outside  resources  (Wilson,  1990)
African  American  Men:  Victims  or  Victimizers
The  vulnerability  of  the  African  American  community  has
resulted  in  the  exploitation  of  men,  women,  children,  and  elders.
The  irony  of  such  a  situation  is  that  the  African  American  male
has  become  both  victim  and  victimizer  (Hill,  1992) A  central
question  to  the  comprehension  of  the  behavior  and  attitudes  of
African  American  men  is,  what  happens  to  African  American  men  who
accept  society's  definition  of  manhood,  but  are  denied  the
resources  to  demonstrate  their  masculinity  through  traditional
channels  ?
Although  all  African  Americans  are  subject  to  systematic
attacks  designed  to  have  an  adverse  affect  on  their  ability  to
survive  and  progress,  it  is  the  males  that  are  targeted  because
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it  is  they  who  generate  fear  in  Whites  and  they  who  also
represent  the  greatest  threat  to  the  continued  political  and
economic  subjugation  of  African  Americans  (Welsing,  1974;
Kun3ufu,  1983)
An  awareness  of  this  predicament  is  crucial  to  understanding
the  unique  psychological  and  social  drudgery  which  distinguishes
African  American  men  from  other  sex/race  groups  in  America  (Hill,
1992) While  the  economic  position  of  African  American  women  is
objectively  worse  than  that  of  White  women  and  African  American
men,  subjectively  it  is  African  American  men  who  are  forced  into
the  humiliating  double  bind  of  proving  their  manhood,  while  being
denied  access  to  the  legitimate  tools  to  do  so.  The  hopes,
aspirations,  attitudes  and  behaviors  of  African  American  men  are
formed  in  this  process  of  masculine  attainment,  and  it  is  a  major
motivating  force  behind  much  of  their  day  to  day  interactions
(Hill,  1992)  As  a theoretical  framework,  it  is  both  conceptual
and  pragmatic,  concrete  and  functional.  In  general,  the
collective  welfare  of  African  American  unity  is  in  jeopardy.
The  conceptual  framework  of  Afrocentricity  as  a  science  and  a
method,  guides  the inspiration  and  development  of  this  study.
The germination  of  this  perspective  must  be  largely  attributed  to
the  research  and  writings  of  Assante  and  Linda  Myers.  The
Afrocentric  perspective,  often  referred  to  as  the  Black
perspective,  is  first  and foremost  a theoretical  frame  of
reference  or worldview  centered  in  Africa  as  the  historical  point
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psychosocial  developmental  stages  and  life  task  are  value
system,  education  reinforcement,  cultural  offensive,
family  preservation,  community  empowerment,  health
maintenance,  spiritual  development,  and  socialization.
These  life  tasks  are  from  conception  to  death  (Hill,
1992)
3-  Inferiorization  process:  A  systematic  stress  attack
(involving  the  entire  complex  of  political,  legal,
educational,  economic,  religious,  military,  and  mass  media
institutions  controlled  by  Whites)  designed  consciously  or
unconsciously  to  produce  dysfunctional  patterns  of
behaviors  among  Blacks  in  all  areas  of  life  (Welsing  1974,
1978)
4.  Gender,  age  and  culturally  specific  programming:
"Inclusive  programming  which  addresses  in  a nurturing
setting,  the  education  and  psychosocial  developmental
process  of  African  American  males"  (Houppert,  1994,
p.  85)
Sample  Procedures
The  procedure  for  finding  participants  for  the  study  began  in
the  African  American  section  of  First  Call  for  Help.  The
agencies  contacted  initially  were  then  asked  if  they  knew  of  any
other  organization  that  served  this  population.  After  exhausting
all  possibilities,  the  remaining  organizations  were  mailed  cover
letters  and  consent  forms.  The  results  come  from  mailings  and
telephone  contact  to  14  agencies  and  programs  that  have  African
American  men  from  this  age  range  in  their  programs.  Six
programs,  not  to  be  identified,  consented  to  be  interviewed  for
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this  survey.  These  providers  were  given  the  opportunity  to
consider  being  participants  in  the  study-  A box  was  provided  on
the  consent  form  indicating  whether  the  participant  wanted  a  copy
of  the  findings. It  was  of  respectful  importance  to  offer
program  providers  a  copy  of  the  completed  thesis.  Each  of  the
six  providers  interviewed  indicated  a  desire  for  a  copy.
The  Sample
A  systematic  phone  search  of  providers  of  gender  and
culturally  specific  programs  for  African  American  males,  age  18
to  26  in  Minneapolis,  was  conducted.  From  this  search,  those
providers  meeting  the  requirements  were  mailed  a  consent  form
with  interview  questions.  The  sources  of  these  data  come  from
personal  knowledge,  directors  of  social  and  educational  programs,
and  the  Afrocentric  Network  in  the  City  of  Minneapolis.
Willingness  to  participate  became  the  final  criteria  for  an
organization'  s  participation  in  the  study.  A  total  of  seven
agencies  were  used  in  the  study.  The  locations  of  the  settings
are  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  and  some  of  its  adjacent  area.
Data  Collection  and  Interview  Procedure
The  settings  were  on  the  sites  of  the  programs  or  by
telephone  interviews.  The  researcher  initially  contacted,
inspected  publications  and  interviewed  the  service  providers  of
these  programs  in  the  Minneapolis  area.  Notes  were  taken  on
plain  paper.  Follow-up  phone  calls  were  made,  as  needed,  to  make
sure  the  information  collected  was  an  accurate  account  of  vhat
individuals  had  reported.  The  interview  questions  centered
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around  seven  questions  (see  Appendix  B) Publications  from  each
service  provider  were  used  to  aSSiSt  in  the  determination  of  each
agency'  s  appropriateness  for  the  study.
Data  Analysis
Once  potential  study  participants'  agencies  were  called  and
consent  was  received  from  six  providers,  the  agencies  formed
themselves  into  the  three  categories  of  correctional,  chemical
dependency  and  aftercare  groups.  The  qualitative  data  collected
from  the  interview  questions  were  then  assimilated  to  the  themes
of  the  research  questions.
Analysis  of  the  survey  interviews  suggests  a  number  of
prevailing  themes  related  to  the  psycho-social  developmental
needs  of  African  American  men.  The  six  programs  utilized  in  the
study  were  in  chemical  dependency  care,  violence  and  anger
management  programs  and  programs  serving  correctional
institutions.  The  churches  that  were  contacted  had  no  specific
programming  addressing  the  psychosocial  developmental  needs  of
men,  18-26.
Protection  of  Study  Participants
The  participants  were  asked  if  they  wanted  to  participate  in  the
study.  Once  a verbal  agreement  was  obtained,  interview  schedules
were  arranged.  All  data  gathered  were  kept  in  a  locked  file
cabinet.  After  August  15,  1997,  the  data  will  be  destroyed.
There  are  no identifiable  references  made  to  participants  in  the
written  thesis.
30
In  sumraary  of  this  section,  the  study  was  exploratory  using
survey  research  design.  The  intent  of  the  study  was  to  determine
how  local  social  service  agencies  conform  to  the  guidelines
suggested  by  both  the  research  questions  and  the  literature
review.  The  findings  will  be  discussed  in  the  next  chapter.
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Chapter  IV  Results  of  the  Study
Ove  rvi  ew
This  chapter  includes  the  findings  of  the  study.  Providers
from  six  programs  with  Afrocentric  ideology  in  Minneapolis  were
selected  as  potential  participants.  The  findings  reported  in
this  chapter  are  sequentially  organized  by  the  previously
identified  research  questions.
Findings  of  the  Study
Results  of  the  study  show  that  there  are  few  programs  in  the
Minneapolis  area  which  address  the  psycho-social  developmental
needs  of  African  American  men,  with  a  culturally  and  gender
specific  service  programs  for  Black  male.;.
The  study  also  sought  to  determine  what  programs  are  gender,
age  and  culturally  specific  in  their  services.  Based  on  the
initial  interview  with  14  providers,  only  six  were  found  to  be
gender,  age  and  culturally  specific.
Of  the  six  programs,  three  were  specifically  chemical
dependency  programs,  one  a  domestic  abuse  and  violence  prevention
program,  one  a correctional/transitional  services  program  and  one
aftercare  program  addressing  the  continual  transitions  of  men
coming  from  chemical  dependency  programs.  All  of  these  agencies
working  with  African  American  males,  18-26,  addressed  some  of  the
psychosocial  developmental  needs  from  an  Afrocentric  or
culturally  specific  ideology  and  modality.
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The  only  programs  or  services  that  addressed  these  issues  for
African  American  males  were  those  whose  relationships  with  the
men  stem  from  the  perceived  pathologies  of  the  men,  rather  than
from  a  perspective  which  has  the  potential  to  shape  the  futures
of  the  boys  who  will  hopefully  become  men,  particularly  in
consideration  of  societal  impact  on  development  and  functioning
power.
Interestingly,  the  chemical  dependency  programs  not  only
address  the  chemical  dependency  of  these  men,  but  they  also  work
for  provision  of  counseling  for  social  stressors  by  dealing  with
lack  of  employment,  relationship  issues,  educational  and  social
living  skills.  They  provide  knowledge  and  information  about
their  heritage  which  instill  in  these  participants  a  sense  of
self-awareness,  self-definition  and  pride  in  one's  race  and
culture.  This  approach  has  been  used  to  strengthen  their  roots
and  understanding  of  the  struggles  against  racism  and  oppression,
and  how  these  have  continued  to  affect  their  lives  and
environments  today.  This  special  emphasis  on  cultural  attention
has  given  Black  males  the  ability  to  understand  how  they  have
survived  and  succeeded  in  United  States  society.  They  have
addressed  African  American  men's  handling  of  the  trappings  of
urban  life  through  drugs  and crime,  homicide,  discrimination,
school  dropouts  and  so  on.
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Culturally  Specific  Programs
These  culturally  specific  programs  provide  and  address  issues
related  to  culture,  from  what  it  means  to  how  it  differs  among
different  populations,  how  African  American  males  move  between
cultures  and  how  they  adjust  to  societies  whose  dominant  cultures
are  often  alienated  and  disrespectful  of  their  own.  They  focus
on how  the  dominant  culture  has  affected  them  by  the  stereotyping
of  African  American  men  and  how  they  cope  with  discrimination,
both  overtly  and  covertly.  The  emphasis  in  these  chemical
dependency  programs  is  to  teach  the  men  to  deal  responsibly  with
the  psychosocial  stressors  that  challenge  them  on  a  daily  basis.
These  findings  in  Minneapolis  are  not  surprising.  However,
given  the  social  and  economic  outcomes  in  Minneapolis  for  African
American  males,  it  would  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the  survival
and  empowerment  of  African  American  men  to  have  programs
addressing  their  unique  psychosocial  developmental  needs.
I  am forced  to  ask  why  the  institutions  in  this  metropolitan
area  which  are  predominantly  African  American,  do  not  have
programming  for  such  an alienated  population?  For  example,  in
churches  there  are  groups  that  are  active  in  the  church  and  some
are  active  in  the  community.  But  there  are  none  who  are
specifically  addressing  the  developmental  needs  of  African
American  men by preparing  them  for  further  education  and
providing  coping  skills  to  deal  with  such  an  assaultive























































































































































































































a. fostering  spiritual  growth  and  cultural  healing
b. empowering  the  African  American  male,
C. developing  enhanced  cultural  esteem  and
d. nurturing  brotherhood  and  cooperative  effort  among
African  American  men.
This  organization  understands  its  necessity  for  the  continuation
of  passionate  understanding,  that  this  transformative  movement
toward  empowering  the  Africa  American  male  must  forge  ahead.
In  summary,  the  responses  to  the  research  questions  of  this
study  provided  helpful  findings,  which  served  to  narrow  the  broad
scope  of  agencies  with  programs  serving  African  American  men,  in
the  specified  age  range.  The  findings  also  prompted  the
additional  questions  of  1)  How  is  it  that  with  the  increase  of
self-destructive  lifestyles  of  African  American  males  in  this  age
range,  there  are  no  agencies  provided  prophylactic  services?  2)
Do programs  that  are  culturally  and gender  specific  receive
public  funding  proportionate  to  non-gender  and  non-culturally
specific  programs?  3)  How  can  we  encourage  agencies,  such  as  the
YMCA,  to access  programming  which  will  provide  for  the
psychosocial  developmental  needs  of  these  young  men  from  an
Afrocentric  perspective?
Limitations  of  Study
Since  this  study  took  place  in  a metropolitan  setting,  the
findings  may not  be  suitable  for  generalization  to  African
American  men in  other  geographical  areas.  The  researcher  is  an
African  American  male  and  there  was  no  loss  of  objectivity  on  the
























































































 be  defined
as  a  method














































































































particularistic  and  universalistic  (Schiele,  1996)
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"Afrocentric
social  work  is  not  only  concerned  with  the  particular  liberation
needs  of  people  of  African  descent  but  also  the  spiritual  and
moral  development  of  the  world.  Both  Karenga  (1993)  and  Kershaw
(1992)  make  this  observation  about  Afrocentricity"  (Schiele,
19  9 7,  p.  8 0 7 )
According  to  by  Schiele  (1997)
There  are  many  areas  that  should  be  considered  further  to
fully  actualize,  and  tap  the  optimal  potential  of,
Afrocentric  social  work.  First,  we  need  to  restructure  human
service  organizations  and  agencies  to  make  them  more
sensitive  and  accountable  to  human  needs  and  problems.  In
other  words,  we  really  need  to  make  these  organizations  and
agencies  more  optimal  or  Afrocentric  in  their  worldview.  We
must  understand,  however,  the  interconnectedness  between
human  and  social  service  organizations  and  their  funding
sources.  If  the  funding  sources  are  not  amenable  to  an
Afrocentric  framework,  then  there  is  a  small  probability  that
the  organizations  and  programs  they  fund  will  be  Afrocentric.
To combat  this  problem,  those  who  are  committed  to  the
Afrocentric  worldview  must  began  [sicl  to  establish
foundations  or financial  institutions  that  can  fund  programs
and organizations  based  on Afrocentric  principles  (p.  815)
"The  Afrocentric  paradigm  to  social  work  provides  an










































































































































































































The  researcher  has  experienced  similar  situations  during  his
formal  educational  process  and  strongly  recommends,  even
beseeches  more  African  American  people  to  do  research  and  make
contributions  to  the  knowledge  base  already  in  existence.  I  also
recommend  that  each  generation  present  themselves  as  role  models
and mentors  to  the  younger  generation,  adhering  to  the  principles
of  Nguzo  Saba.  As  stated  previously  in  this  study,  the
principles  are  unity,  self-determination,  collective  work  and
responsibility,  cooperative  economics,  purpose,  creativity  and
faith.
Generally,  research  on African  American  males  has  been  too
limited  in  its  scope.
It  is  primarily  a  literature  of  the  failures  and
dysfunctional  behavior  of  Black  males,  and  it  is  greatly
overrepresentative  of  Black  males  in  the  inner  cities.  This
focus  neglects  the  majority  of  the  Black  male  population  and
fails  to more  fully  address  age,  class,  gender,  and
geographical  issues.  It  is  the  absence  of  appropriate
attention  to the  broad  range  of  adaptations  and
maladaptations  found  in  this  population  that  is  perhaps  the
greatest  weakness  of this  literature  (Gordon,  et  al.,  1995,
p.  522)
African  American  males  are  in  trouble.  Their  condition  is
probably  more  serious  than  that  of  any other  subpopulation  in
this  nation,  with  the  possible  exception  of  Native  Americans,  but
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grow,  alternative  programs  such  as  Circle  of  Men  Institute,  are
working  toward  developing  an  environment  and  proqram  which
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CONSENT  FORM IRB  # 96-72-2
Rodney  J. Dewberry
4743  Hiawatha  Ave.  S. Ste. 103
Minneapolis,  MIN  55406
(612)  338-6465
July  11, 1997
Dear:
You  are invited  to  be in a research  study  that  involved  a survey  of  programs  in the Twin  Cities
metro  area  that  addresses  the  psychosocial  developmental  needs of  African  American  men. I am
writing  to  request  your  permission  to  interview  a staff  member  within  your  agency. I wish to
interview  this  employee  who  is involved  in prograrnrning  for Ahican  American  male clients. I will
condud  this  interview  m order  to  gather  data  for  my  Master's  in Social Work  thesis.
The  purpose  of  the  thesis  is to  compile  information  on  the  programs  that are involved  in addressing
the  psychosocial  developmental  needs  of  African  American  men. The purpose  of  the interview  is
to  merely  gather  information  on what  types  of  programming  are in operation.  I will  not be
conducting  any  type  of  program  evaiuation  or  assessment.
The  interview  will  be 10-20  minutes  in length  and  will  take  place  dumg  the  month  of  June  and
Julv.  I will  schedule  the  Merview  to  meet  the  convenience  of  your  staff  member.  The
participants  will  not  be quoted  by  name  or  agency.
Indirect  benefits  to  participant  are a contribution  to  knowledge  of  programs  in the  Minneapolis
area  seveig  African  American  men.
The  research  question:
1. Which  programs  or  institution  has Ahican  American  male  participants'  ages 18 to  26?
2. To  what  extent  are  they  majority  gender  and  culturally  specific  programming?
if  you  would  like  a copy  of  the  findings  please  check  the box.  [
Please  respond  to  this  letter  by  July  13, 1997  either  by  phone  or by  mail.
Researcher  conducting  this  study  is Rodney  J. Dewberty.  If  you  have  questions  on the  study  or
interview  process  contact  me at (612)  338-6465.
Statement  of  Consent
I have read the above information.  I have asked question  and received  answers.  I consent to participate  in the study.
Signature Date
Signature  of  investigator Date
Appendix  B
The  Interview  Questions IRB  # 96-72-2
1.  How  would  you  describe  your  program?
2.  Does  the  program  have  a Afrocentric  cultural  Ideology?
Defined:  Cultural  standards  and  understanding  of  the  struggles  of  our  ancestor's  contribution
to  this  nation.
3. How  does  this  program  address  the  psychosocial  developmental  needs  of  African  American
men?
Defined:  The  development  of  personal  skills  to  Contend  with  difficulties  of  dayto  day  living.
4.  How  does  this  program  address  the  victim  and  vidirnizer  image  of  African  American  men?
Defined:  Negative  images  of  African  American  men  as being  irresponsible,  aggressive  and
cal  in behaviors.
5. Howdoesthisprogrameffectthefiinctionalpowerorqualityoflifefortheparticipants?
Defined:  The  guidance  and  purpose  to  the  thoughts  and  action  in the  lives  of  Ahican  American
men.
6. Howisthisprogramintegratedintothelivesoftheparticipants?
Defined:  How  are  the  schedules  and  curriculum  implemented?
7. Could  you  give  some  numbers  on how  many  participants  have  participated  in your  program?

